Missions – Living Sent at Home and Abroad
Big Question: What does it mean for every believer to live sent?
1. The Heart of Missions
· Key thought: Missions is simply God revealing His heart for all people through His people.
· Psalm 67:1–3 – God blesses His people so His saving truth can be known among all nations.
· God’s blessing is meant to move outward so that the nations can see who He is.
· God desires His character, His salvation, and His truth to be seen by every people group.
· Missions begins with God making Himself known. It is His heart for the nations expressed through His people.
· Genesis 12:1–3 – The covenant with Abraham shows that God has always intended for His blessing to extend far beyond Israel. From the opening chapters of Scripture, God reveals a global heart.
· Jonah 3:1–2 – God calls Jonah to a wicked nation to show that His mercy is not limited by borders or our opinions.
· His reluctance reveals the tension between God’s heart for the nations and our natural resistance to love those who are different from us.
· Missions begins with God’s compassion for people we would never choose.
· Missions is not an activity for some believers. It is an identity for all believers.
· Takeaway: Missions is God’s heart for the nations placed inside the lives of ordinary believers.
2. The Scope of Missions
· Key thought: God calls His people to carry the gospel wherever He sends them, starting at home and stretching to the world.
· Acts 1:8 – The mission begins at home, then moves outward in widening circles until it reaches the ends of the earth.
· Jerusalem. The place closest to us.
· Jerusalem represents the people God has placed in our daily lives.
· It is home, family, neighbors, coworkers and the community where we live.
· Missions begins here because this is where our influence is strongest and our relationships are deepest.
· Judaea. The region around us.
· Judaea represents the broader community beyond our immediate circle.
· It includes surrounding towns, schools, and networks that shape our daily life.
· Reaching Judaea means having a heart that sees beyond our front yard and cares about the spiritual condition of the communities around us.
· Samaria. The people we would not naturally choose.
· Samaria represents people who are different from us.
· Different cultures, different backgrounds, different experiences.
· The disciples would have avoided Samaria, but Jesus sent them there because the gospel breaks the barriers we build.
· Missions includes reaching people who do not look like us or live like us or think like us.
· The uttermost part of the earth. The nations beyond our reach.
· This is the global heart of God. Nations that have never heard the name of Jesus.
· Cultures where the gospel has little presence.
· We reach the nations through going, praying, supporting, and sending.
· Romans 10:12–15 – God has chosen to use the voices of His people to carry the message of salvation.
· Missions cannot advance without people who are willing to go and churches who are willing to send them.
· Takeaway: The mission begins in our daily lives and expands wherever God opens the door for the gospel.
3. The Mission of Missions
· Key thought: The mission of missions is simple. Take the gospel to the ends of the earth because the risen Christ has sent us.
· John 20:21 – Salvation calls us in, but mission sends us out.
· Matthew 5:14–16 – Light is meant to shine. It cannot fulfill its purpose hidden or ignored.
· Matthew 9:36–38 – Christ commands His people to pray for laborers, and often those who pray become the ones God sends.
· Romans 1:16 – When we speak the gospel, we unleash the power of God into places that desperately need hope.
· We receive the gospel. We carry the gospel. We give the gospel.
· Isaiah 6:8 – We are saved to be sent. And we are sent so that others may be saved.
· Takeaway: The mission moves forward through believers who take Christ’s gospel into the world.
